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In a recent Commission meeting a question came up about our decision to identify as a Matthew
25 worshiping community (WC). Roughly the question was along the lines of “are we completing
the objectives of this goal.” Upon reflection I thought this would be a good topic to discuss with
the wider community. It also has to do with some of the theological underpinnings of my sermons
of late, in that sometimes the call to us from God is not in doing, but instead in being.
From the Presbyterian Mission Agency website, you can see the origin of the initiative. The
Website states: “Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so
our faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the
222nd and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly and
compassionately to serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor.”
In 2019 and 2020 while serving on the SF Presbytery Committee on Ministry, I learned about
Matt. 25, and participated in some presbytery-wide work on the topic. It became very clear to me
that PCC English was already very much engaged in the work of Matt. 25, and it seemed to me
that our WC was already acting as and doing the work of Matt. 25. Much like the Wizard of Oz
where the wizard tells the Tin Man, that he didn’t lack heart, but in fact just some testimonials, it
occurred to me that by adopting the Matt. 25 identity we would not be so much changing into
something new but rather identifying who we already are, and then taking the extra steps of
signifying our commitment to other Matt. 25 congregations and the world by adopting the Matt.
25 identity as part of ours.
I brought the idea to the Commission and after deliberation, we appointed a task force to research
the goals of the Matt. 25 initiative from the PC(USA), see if they aligned with our already existing
identity, and then make a recommendation as to whether or not we should sign on. The task force
was charged with evaluating the material and seeing where (if anywhere) we already overlapped.
They were charge to see if aligning with Matt. 25 made sense for us. Matthew 25 seeks to work
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on three very broad areas: dismantling structural racism, eradicating systemic poverty, and
building congregational vitality. The task force did indeed recommend we join, and the
Commission agreed.
If you look at those three goals, you will immediately see that they are aspirational. They defy the
ability to set a goal and then objectively complete it. The three focuses are the work of the
church—indeed the very service that Jesus calls us to do. By accepting the Matt. 25 label we know
that, for example, structural racism is a global issue and that as one little (but mighty!)
congregation we will never on our own be able to say “we solved the racism problem!” But by
taking up the mantle of Matt. 25, we are stating to the world and to ourselves that we see this as
part of our mission.
Historically our congregation has always been focused on service, and on work. We have held to
the notion that our Christian identity is in service. And I have wondered, out loud, can we really
take time to heed the call in Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God,… .1” Perhaps you
have seen the bumper sticker that reads: “Jesus is coming back: Look Busy!” Rushing about at
breakneck speed all the time is not our call. In my role as Interim Minister I have tried to help
the congregation recover (or perhaps discover) the Reformed theological understanding that our
faith is first about being. Being in the biblical sense begins with naming and speaking. In the
opening words of Genesis we are told that God creates by naming things: by identifying light from
darkness, and form from chaos. In the Gospel of John the story is slightly recast and we see that
“in the beginning was the Word.” Throughout scriptures we see over and over again that some of
the most profound moments of encountering God happen when ordinary people proclaim their
identity. Abram and Sarai covenant with God in their old age and their names change to Abraham
and Sarah. Jacob wrestles with God on the banks of the Jabbok and his name is changed to Israel.
Jesus names Simon the “rock upon which” he will build his church and begins to call him “Peter.”
Saul of Tarsus, once the scourge of the new believers of the Way, encounters the risen Christ and
his name becomes Paul. These profound moments are about the people of God embracing a new
identity.
Here is a bit more from the PMA website: “By accepting the Matthew 25 invitation, you can help
our denomination become a more relevant presence in the world. We recognize Christ’s urgent
call to be a church of action, where God’s love, justice and mercy shine forth and are contagious.
And we rejoice how our re-energized faith can unite all Presbyterians for a common and holy
purpose: our common identity to do mission.”
We do have work to do, and indeed we are looking for new ways to live into our Matthew 25
calling. The Mission & Evangelism, Worship & Nurture, and the Resources Committees are
actively engaged in both recognizing what we already do and naming it Matt. 25, as well as
seeking to discover new ways of living this out, new ways that we can sustain for the long haul.
This work is not “one and done.” There is no checklist of goals that we can tick off and proclaim
competition. But it starts with seeing our self differently and accepting a new identity.
(continued on page 3)
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If you have more interest in understand the depth of the Matthew 25 initiative I invite you to look
at the PC(USA) website https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/ and
familiarize yourself with the call. We’ll also be looking for more ways to connect what we do
with our understanding of that call, and of course we will experiment by seeking opportunities to
engage this work. But while we are all eager to roll up our sleeves and get busy, I want to remind
everyone not to miss the forest for the trees. Allow yourself to actually rest in this identity. Don’t
let FOMO convince you that we are failing in some way, that there is something we need to
accomplish—this work will be ongoing. Through the Food Pantry, through the distribution of
school supplies, by standing with the Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity, and going out
with the SF Night Ministry. This is lived out as we support Living Waters, and as we seek to
sustain our new both/and church worship and fellowship commitments. There are so many things
we already do. And I promise we will identify new things that we will undertake to do. But let us
also remember to be. Sometimes the most profound thing we can do as Christians is to simply
name ourselves and speak that name into the world!
With blessings,
Pastor Don

=============================================================

Sunday, May 1 - English Worshiping Community Commission Retreat
Saturday, May 7 - Special Session Meeting
Sunday, June 5 - Pentecost
Sunday, June 12 - Pride Worship
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Easter 2022

Alleluia! Christ Has Risen!

By Nancy Chee

Another year has gone by and there is reason for hope as there appears to be a light at the end of
this pandemic tunnel. While the virus still looms over us, we are seeing more people returning
back to “normal” activities. More businesses are re-opening, children returned back to school,
and people back to work. But it is a new “normal” that we have all had to adapt to, and this has
been harder for some.
In the PCC community, our older seniors continue to be challenged with isolation, depression
and difficulty in returning to a new “normal” pattern of life. There are the health challenges of
getting older, struggling with illnesses and recovery. And for others, the sadness and loss of
loved ones. But the “Light” is always with us! Through the Deacons and Deacons+, they were
able to reach out in love and support to people through the 2nd year of the Easter Project!
An Easter greeting card was put together with a personal message inside the card and a
wonderful reminder for all of us from a hymn written by Alfred Ackley (1933):
I serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today.
I know that He is living whatever men may say.
I see His hand of mercy. I hear His voice of cheer.
And just the time I need him, He’s always near.
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s
narrow way.
He lives, he lives,
salvation to
impart.
You ask me how I know he lives?
He lives within my heart.
Bags with marigold plants and cards were put together on the
Saturday before Easter and picked up after, for distribution to
recipients after Easter. Visits were made to some of our older
seniors, those facing ongoing health challenges or feeling the
loss of those who have recently passed. 24 deliveries were
made along with 4 cards mailed to those afar. You are all
very much remembered and missed!
I continue to pray that you are all keeping safe and look forward to one day seeing you, and to
worship together in God’s sanctuary!
(continued on page 5)
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Christ has Risen indeed!

Nancy

P.S. The message inside the card:
“Let the resurrection promise lift you up with hope, strength and everlasting peace!”

˂ Cindy, Caitlin,
and Ella delivering

Deacon Carole and Nancy

˂ May and son, Cordell

Frances

Ruth, daughter, Carol, visited by Deacon Shar
(continued on page 6)
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Easter 2022

Alleluia! Christ Has Risen!

˂ Al and Chris

Eunice

Mei

Sheldon
Marcus
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A Review of the Commission-approved Annual Objectives
of the Interim Pastor
by Carl Jew, Elder
According to The Presbyterian Elder - An Essential Guide, Paul S. Wright states: As
presbyters, the teaching elder (Pastor Don) and the ruling elder share equal authority;
their votes count the same in presbytery and other councils. This parity is further
emphasized by the fact that teaching elders and ruling elders together comprise the
session (and English Commission), and no action taken by either is officially valid. The
author goes on to declare that: Changes in the salary of the pastor must be approved by
presbytery. Thus, it is evident that neither the session nor the congregation exercises
authority over the pastor.
It is in this spirit of interdependence that the elders and Pastor Don approached the annual
review of interim ministry differently than at your typical workplace between a
supervisor and subordinate. It would be inappropriate to copy all industry practices and
apply them to the church. Instead, the elders and Pastor Don are to be seen as
collaborators who share equal authority.
As such, the elders and Pastor Don were tasked with assessing the Commission’s
progress towards fulfilling the annual objectives for June 2021 – May 2022 and offer the
following status updates.
Objective 1: To provide support and guidance to the Mission Study Team to facilitate the
completion of the Mission Study in the third year of interim ministry.
1. A town hall meeting was held in July 2021 during which the MST reported on
survey results and the May 8th town hall discussions.
2. Pastor Don shared his observations about congregational mission study in the
August 2021 edition of Good News for the Pews.
https://www.pccsf.org/documentarchives
3. The MST held consultations with the leadership of Cameron House, and the
Cantonese and Mandarin Commissions.
4. To expand input from the community, additional focus group meetings were
organized with various age demographic groups in January 2022.
5. An MST retreat was held on April 2, 2022.
6. The MST announced in April that a new mission statement has been developed
and the first draft of the mission study report is nearly completed.
Objective 2: Continue to facilitate planning for and transition towards a safe reentry to
the church.
(continued on page 8)
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1. In July, the Commission recommended that the PCC form a task force with equal
representation from each of the worshiping communities comprised of two lay
leaders and a co-pastor to work on churchwide reentry plans and practices. Prior to
the session meeting in September, the three co-pastors agreed to form the work
group as recommended.
2. August 29, 2021 – The worshiping community gathered in person for the first time
in 17 months. W&N directed the planning of an outdoor worship and communion
service, and fellowship in Golden Gate Park.
3. Pastor Don helped to reactivate the PCC Building and Finance committee to
discuss Covid-19 health and safety plans.
4. November 2021 – Safety monitors were recruited and received an orientation to
prepare for a safe reopening of the church for in-person worship.
5. The Commission agreed to resume in-person English worship services on
December 12, 2021, thereby signaling the start of “both/and” worship, both in
person and live streamed.
6. March 13, 2022 – Pastor Don moderated the meeting in which the Session
discussed whether to ease safety restrictions and voted to permit singing with
masks on at worship beginning Sunday, March 20th.
7. May 7, 2022 – A special meeting of the Session is called to discuss further easing
of Covid-19 restrictions for the church.
Objective 3: To serve as a resource as the EWC and PCC discern whether to become
identified as a Matthew 25 congregation.
1. The Matthew 25 task force, formed in January 2021, hosted a town hall meeting
on July 10th. Among the 40 attendees, there was consensus that the goals of
Matthew 25 align well with the core values and commitments of the EWC.
2. The Commission voted on July 13, 2021, to register with the Presbyterian Mission
Agency as a Matthew 25 worshiping community.
3. At the August 2021 Commission meeting, the three standing committees of the
English Commission (M&E, Resource, W&N) were tasked with reflecting on the
Matthew 25 goals (dismantling structural racism, eradicating systemic poverty,
building congregational vitality) and integrating these goals with each committee’s
areas of responsibility.
4. M&E hosted Rev. Trent Thornley, Executive Director of S.F. Night Ministries,
who preached on Hunger and Homelessness Sunday about his work with interfaith
volunteers, ministers, and seminary students who reach out to the homeless and
provide food and other necessities.
5. W&N invited Rev. Leslie Veen to lead a three-part adult education series on
“Facing Upheaval and Uncertainty: Biblical Stories and Our Stories”.
(continued on page 9)
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1. The Commission participated in a consultation with Rev. Carmen Mason-Browne
to determine whether to join the West Bay Grace and Restoration Project.
2. M&E and the English Worshiping Community will be hosting Dr. Russell Jeung for
a presbytery-wide discussion on “Stop AAPI Hate.”
Objective 4: To complete and build on the fieldwork project on Sustaining Virtual
Ministries Post-Pandemic with the three standing committees of the English
Commission.
1. The project was completed in June 2021 and retreats were held with each of the
three standing committees – M&E, Resource, W&N.
2. Vetted and endorsed by the Resource committee, the Session approved the
proposal to invest in upgrading the church’s technology infrastructure and
migrating from DSL to fiber optic cables at the church to support the delivery of
“both/and” worship services and keep pace with our growing reliance on and use
of data and technology in our ministries.
3. Pastor Don will be completing a second round of retreats this spring with the
deacons and elders that draws upon the concepts of Frame Bending Planning1.
This project is meant to help the Commission envision our sanctuary not as the
destination, but rather as the starting point for our mission, to investigate how to
sustain our new virtual church and serve our distanced members and recover our
in-person assembly as well.
The Commission approached the third year of interim ministry in 2021 with caution,
mindful of the risk of being over-extended by taking on new projects and priorities.
Instead, we made a conscious choice to focus on our existing commitments and work
towards fulfilling our stated objectives, some of which will be carried forward into our
fourth year of interim ministry and reviewed again next year.
For more information about the review process, please contact Carl Jew,
haujerng@gmail.com.

1

Rendle, Gilbert R., and Alice Mann. Holy Conversations: Strategic Planning as a Spiritual
Practice for Congregations. Bethesda, MD: Alban Institute, 2003. p 9
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Easter and Ching Ming, the Season of Remembrance

by Annie Wong

Lent is the time that I reflect or re-evaluate myself as a Christian. To find out if I have followed
the path that God has set for me, even though I have included confession in my daily prayers, I
ask myself, is that enough? Can I be like Jesus, who sacrificed himself in order to save us from
sin? I doubt very much that I can do that. Love thy neighbor are very simple words, but hard to
comply. I can help an elderly person cross the street, but I cannot approach or help an unhoused
person like the people from the Night Ministry.
Superficial work can only gain short term self-satisfaction and appreciation from others, it does
not satisfy the requirement as a Christian. I should be more humble, thinking of others as well
as myself, as the Bible reminds me of what God want me to do. I do not have a boulevard ahead
of me, but a crooked road. It is not an easy task as a Christian. At the end, God will or might
recognize all the work that I have done.
Ching Ming is an important date for most Chinese people. It is one of the important dates of the
solstice of the Chinese Lunar calendar. It is a tradition for Chinese people to visit their
ancestors’ graves in the cemetery. On that day, people will clean their ancestors’ gravesite, then
put flowers, food, and paper goods there. When the necessary rituals are finished, they will start
sharing the food, having a special meal with their ancestors at their gravesite.
A few years ago, during Ching Ming, we stopped by my favorite flower shop near the cemetery.
They sold out all the flowers for the cemetery visit. Later, I found out that Ching Ming and
Easter were on the same week. A lot of people will visit their families and friends in the
cemetery, other than the Chinese. From that year on, we decided to delay the cemetery visit a
few weeks after Ching Ming. I saw that during that delay visit, the entire cemetery was covered
with a sea of flowers. It was very beautiful and full of energy. Before, the cemetery was quiet,
a little sadness in the air.
Every year, Easter and Ching Ming fall on the month of April, sometimes ahead or behind each
other. Easter is a time for celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Ching Ming is the time to
memorialize our ancestors, who braved the dangers of crossing the Pacific Ocean in fragile
ships. Their goal was to give themselves new life, and a better life for their children for many
generations to come.
Good News for the Pews is published quarterly
by the English-Speaking Worshipping Community of the
Presbyterian Church in Chinatown, 925 Stockton Street
San Francisco, CA 94108
Website: www.pccsf.org
Irene Young Ng, Editor
David Miller, PDF Assembler/Web Site Posting

Email: ireneyoungng@sonic.net
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Local Mission Learning
Cantonese Commission: Jason Xiong bin Huang
本地宣教學習 粵語堂: 黃雄斌
When the pandemic began two years ago and we did not have in-church services, the
Cantonese Worshipping Community opened online worship services and bible study.
Church members, including me, participated online for the evangelism event "Jesus Loves
Chinatown. It was limited, so it was changed to "Jesus Loves the Bay Area." We learned
how to preach the gospel using the telephone. With open online worship services and bible
study, we use social media WhatsApp to continue learning the truth of God. The
Cantonese ministry uses Zoom meetings to share learning. Evangelism by phone is a great
way to share. May more friends who have not heard the true word of God listen to the true
word of God. Thank God, Amen!
疫情中兩年教會停擺，教會開設網上崇拜, 網上查經, 和包括我也參加了網上年度華埠短宣
事工：耶穌愛華埠，已易名為「耶穌愛灣區」, 學習如何用電話宣教傳福音。開設網上崇
拜, 網上查經, 是用社交媒體 WhatsApp 繼續學習上帝的真道 粵語事工使用 Zoom 會議來分
享學習, 以電話宣教傳福音真是一個好方法。願更多沒有聽到上帝真道的朋友, 聆聽上帝的
真道。感謝上帝，阿們！

Sunday worship
(continued on page 12)
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Later, we also used ZOOM to open an online in-person worship service and online bible study,
remembering Good Friday, and the conference meeting. Thanks to the English Worshipping
Community Brother David Chan, who showed us how to use the OBS Studio software and
YouTube live broadcast entity worship.
後來我們也用 Zoom 開設網上實體崇拜, 網上查經, 記念主耶穌受難節崇拜, 會議等聚會及
小組活動。感謝英語事工弟兄 David Chan 幫忙教導如何使用 OBS Studio 軟件和 YouTube
現場直播實體崇拜。
Recalling that we have been restored to in-person worship service for half a year, 21 people in
November 21, 2021, attended the in-person worship from the Cantonese Commission including
the Cantonese Commission church believers, and friends or family members. Within this half
year, there are 30 in-person, and there are an average of 15-20 in-person for worship.
December 5, 2021 was the first time to hold Holy Communion, also 20 people. It's really
grateful to God's greatness! There is also an invitation to the neighbors, restoring the Senior
Fellowship, which starts at 10:30 am, March 15, every month, the third Tuesdays, coordinated
by Elder Xiu Zhen Luo. With the first meeting of our Senior Fellowship: "Chinese Opera Gospel,"
32 people attended.
回顧我們恢復實體主日崇拜已經有半年了，於 2021 年 11 月 21 日有 21 人，出席當中有粵
語會友外，亦有慕道的朋友或家人。這半年多裡約有 30 人實體主日崇拜，平均有 15-20 人
實體主日崇拜。2021 年 12 月 5 日是重啟主日崇拜後, 第一次舉行記念主耶穌設立的聖餐,
以有 20 人前來領聖餐。好感謝上帝的大能！, 於 3 月 15 日開始應美鄰園邀請, 恢復「靈友
團契」, 每個月第三星期二上午 10:30 福音聚會, 由羅秀珍長老主領, 首次聚會: 「福音粵
曲」約有 32 人參加。
This year, I took up the responsibility of an elder by recording the Cantonese Commission
Conference Meeting, and helped to spread the gospel to friends or family members who are
catechumens. As for our church ministries, I hope that there will be youth fellowship groups
and bible study classes that can serve some catechumens, so that they can also know God.
There are also older brothers and sisters who can do more spiritual exercises, which is to study
the Bible and understand the teachings of God. Thank God.
本人今年負起長老的職責，是記錄粵語堂事工會議, 和幫助向有慕道的朋友或家人傳福
音。對教會服侍的看法, 我盼望有青少年的團契和查經班, 可以供應一些慕道的年青人, 讓
他們也能認識上帝。還有年長的弟兄妹也可以多做靈修操練, 正是學習聖經和明白上帝的
教訓。感謝上帝。
(continued on page 13)
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Local Mission Learning

(continued from page 12)

Senior Fellowship held at "Mei Lun Yuen," March 15, 2022
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News from the Pews

by Pat Chan

Happy Spring! We sure had some strange weather for the month of April. We had one day of a
hot spell, then back to our normal cool weather, and now we are finally having our much needed
rain.
Looks like Hawaii is a popular destination for our church family. Many are there this month
and some have been there a few times the past year. Hope everyone had a good time enjoying
the weather and all the good food that Hawaii has to offer.
I finally went on my first vacation since my last trip on November 2019, from March 25 to April
5, extending a few days of my Spring Break. I began in Memphis, Tennessee, which had some
good food. We toured Elvis’s Graceland and saw some rooms in his house. A lot of his
memorabilia: collection of clothes, cars, motorcycles, small boats housed in a show room. Two
small airplanes were outside.
On Monday, March 28 we sailed on the American Queen. It's a steamboat with the paddlewheel
in the back. This was my first time sailing with the American Queen Voyages which is
definitely not like a big cruise ship. There were only 5 floors and one large dining room for all
meals. We toured the lower Mississippi from Memphis to New Orleans. We visited 6 cities.
Everyday we get on a tour bus which we do our own Hop On and Hop Off tours. Each city has
about 4 to 8 places of interest to check out.

(continued on page 15)
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In Cleveland, Mississippi was the Mississippi Delta Chinese Heritage Museum. It is located in the
Delta State University on the 3rd Floor. There was a black and white picture of children from the
Chinese Baptist Church. It was dated 1934 and I found Fannie Sit Wong in the photo with her
siblings.

˂ Fannie, Row 2, 5th person

We visited other museums,
churches, mansions and
plantations. We saw how
slaves lived, one room
classrooms, out houses etc.
The plantation houses are
very nice, with an outdoor
kitchen so they won't burn
the main house. We are also
offered excursion that you
have to pay for. Most of
them did not interest us. We
only took the plantation tour
because we were given shipboard credits that we needed to use. The food was pretty good. We had
one nightly entertainment. The trip ended in New Orleans. Went on a brief city tour. We finally got
to taste beignets at Cafe du Monde in the park, never making it to the original location.
My cruise touring Japan got cancelled. So in mid-June I will be going to cruise Alaska departing
from San Francisco. Stay tuned for my next vacation.
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